
It was only after Star Trek (1966-69) aired & the release of Star Wars: A New Hope (1977) 
that larger audiences became enthralled by a shared fandom. Conventions began to feature more 
people dressing up as storm troopers, Boba Fett, and James T. Kirk. During this time, there were 
very few options for sci-fi conventions in Germany. As an example of the atmosphere in Germany, 
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung published an article in 1975 that was very critical of science
fiction as a genre as well as the community in the USA.

Enthusiasm for the young genre continued in a small, passionate 
community over the following decades, and they were sustained by 
writers like Robert Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, and Arthur C. Clarke.

Nearly 100 years ago, sci-fi conventions were much smaller affairs 
and took place mostly in the Anglophone  sphere. The first ones took 
place in the United States and only hosted a few dozen people. Long 
before Star Wars and Star Trek, those who gathered were fans of the 
early serial  sci-fi pulp magazines and films like Metropolis (1927).

Sci-Fi Conventions: The Humble Beginnings

From the first sci-fi conventions in the mid-1930s to today’s 
conventions and international film festivals in Berlin, there 
has never been a better time to be a sci-fi enthusiast.
Between the continuation of the Star Wars film saga and 
the epic Marvel Cinematic Universe, there are a plethora of 
possible costumes and opportunities to wear them.

TToday’s cosplay wouldn’t be where it is without what came 
before, so it’s no surprise that you continue to see characters 
from the top franchises of yesteryear. It took a long time to 
take root in Germany, but what we lost in time, we’re making 
up for in quality. While the sci-fi literature and films have 
expanded, today’s international conventions and film festivals 
still have something essential in common with the first 
conventions: a burning passion for the genre.conventions: a burning passion for the genre.

What the History of Cosplay Tells Us about Tomorrow
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Preparing for the Next Generation of Cosplay
Today, cosplay is not restricted to sci-fi events alone. 
Card games like Magic: the Gathering and video games 
like Overwatch inspire their fans to create beautiful, 
intricate costumes modeled after their favorite characters. 
As a result, fan enthusiasm continues to grow with more 
people participating in cosplay in every genre.people participating in cosplay in every genre.

The increased availability of high quality video editing, 
3-D printing, and affordable materials to make costumes 
and accessories ensures that high-quality cosplay will 
become more refined. Platforms like Instagram, TikTok, 
and Twitter continue to let aspiring cosplayers generate 
attention, feedback, supporters, and even revenue. Don’t 
be surprised to see many of your favorites as well as be surprised to see many of your favorites as well as 
characters you’ve never seen before at the Berlin Sci-Fi 
Filmfest this November. 

There are several months left before the Berlin Sci-Fi Filmfest, so take some time to talk with your 
friends about your favorite characters. With some effort and the right resources, you can become a 
vibrant part of the cosplay scene in Berlin.

Since the release of Iron Man (2008) and the launch of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, fan passion 
has been at an all-time high. Today, fandoms have a broad cultural appeal around the world unlike 
any time before. The first German Comic Con occurred in Stuttgart in the 2010s, finally giving 
German enthusiasts Groups like Film Fan Force turn cosplay into high-quality fan films and bring 
\their energy to conventions every year in Berlin and elsewhere in Germany.

During the 90s, new series like Babylon 5 (1994-98) and 
Farscape (1999-2003) drew fans to new, expansive 
universes full of fascinating characters. When the Star 
Wars prequels released, even larger crowds were exposed 
to the stunning visuals that the genre had to offer. Fans 
worked hard to create their own costumes, and the variety 
of characters found at sci-fi conventions ballooned furtheof characters found at sci-fi conventions ballooned further.

After reunification in 1990, there was a shift in the culture 
in Germany. 1992 saw the birth of FedCon,  an ongoing 
annual convention focused on Star Trek. Ring*Con began 
ten years later, originally focusing on the Lord of the Rings, 
but expanding to include other fandoms. This continued 
until 2015, after which  it rebranded as Magic Con.

Sci-Fi Conventions: The 90s to Today


